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AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS DATA 
299. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Is there any other ABS data the Premier believes is not correct, and will he be 
requiring that state government agencies undertake separate data investigations aside from flawed census data? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I mean — 
The SPEAKER: I do not think that was a supplementary, Premier. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Dawesville was the one that got away, was it not? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was that close. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I should have rung my mum! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was that close, and every government agency would have been far happier. 
The fact of the matter remains that the census, as we all recall—I do not know if you recall doing it, Mr Speaker—
was a flawed system and there was national consternation about it. The fact that it has reduced our population by 
60 000 people in a few months indicates how bad it was. In a state like Western Australia — 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Just because you are used to using bogus data does not mean anything. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition clearly supports the GST cut. That is where the Liberal Party 
is at. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: I am glad you came on board with the GST and our position. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is a false statement. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you did not learn yesterday. I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Leader of the Opposition, whilst you are in that position, please try to act in the state’s 
interests, because some people might take notice of you. 

I understand, on good authority, that the federal Liberal Party does not have much time for the Leader of the 
Opposition. In any event, he should act in the state’s interests — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are on three and a half, all right? I do not care; he has his right to 
speak, you have your right to speak, but when he is on his feet, he has more of a right to speak than you have. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Whilst the Leader of the Opposition is in that position, and the member for Dawesville, they 
should act in the state’s interests, support us in our campaign to get a better share out of the commonwealth 
government, and stop running the state down. 

The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
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